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Media Release 

26 July, 2010
INDUSTRY BODY TAKES ON QUEENSLAND TOURISM’S 
TOP AWARDS 

Queensland’s largest annual tourism awards are being handed back to the industry with the Queensland Tourism Industry Council (QTIC) taking over management of the Queensland Tourism Awards this year.
The Queensland Tourism Awards 2010, proudly presented by Queensland Airports Limited (QAL), marks the 26th year of the largest and most highly regarded tourism awards, with QAL signing on for a three-year sponsorship deal.
The Awards cover the largest cross-section of tourism industries in Queensland, and will be hosted this year by QTIC on Friday 19 November at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre.     
QTIC chief executive Daniel Gschwind said they were proud to take over the reins of such a prestigious event in the Queensland tourism industry calendar.
“We have been working with Tourism Queensland for the past 14 years in organising the judging and nomination process of the annual Queensland Tourism Awards, and this year we are happy to see the awards put completely back into the hands of the industry,” Mr Gschwind said.
“We thank Tourism Queensland for undertaking the awards thus far, and they will continue to support us as we take on the awards this year, along with Queensland Airports Limited who we are pleased to announce as our three-year principal sponsor.
“We have seen a substantial increase in nominations this year, so we are confident the Awards will continue to grow under our management as the representative body of the Queensland tourism industry.”
Queensland Airports Limited managing director Dennis Chant said this was a key partnership for the QAL Group.
“We congratulate QTIC on taking on the entire management of the Queensland Tourism Awards this year,” Mr Chant said.

“We are very pleased to confirm our continued association with the Queensland Tourism Awards as the platinum sponsor and presenting partner of this prestigious event.

“We are committed to growing tourism in Queensland and work proactively with the industry in the regional areas we serve, so we see this sponsorship as a key part of supporting the state’s tourism industry.” 

The Queensland Tourism Awards have been running since 1984, and are judged by a panel of senior tourism industry professionals.
The 2010 panel of judges includes: 
· Bob Hagley, Hagley and Associates (Chairman) 
· Fred Jobson, Fishbiz

· Jennifer Muñoz
· Greg Holmes, HOSTPLUS

· Deb Lewis, Whitsunday Charter Boat Industry Association Inc.
· Gary Young, AFL Cairns

· Peter Doggett, In2Tourism

· Mike Wilkinson, Caloundra Tourism

· Mike Mahoney, Extra-Mile Tourism Management Pty Ltd

· Elizabeth Roberts, Bond University

· Clare McFarlane 
· Sue Thomson, Set Directions  
· Natalie Hodgskin, Australia Zoo.
QTIC is working in partnership with Wonderment, a Brisbane-based event production and management company, to produce the Awards, headed by principal Andrew Cameron-Smith.

The Queensland Tourism Industry Council (QTIC) is the State’s peak body for tourism. The Council is a not-for-profit membership organisation representing members' interests - both large and small. 

QTIC has in excess of 3,000 regional members, operating in all sectors of the tourism industry.  

Queensland Airports Limited is a regional airport specialist with an emphasis on creating significant regional airport development in Queensland. 
QAL is a 100% Australian owned, Queensland based company and owns and operates Gold Coast, Townsville and Mount Isa Airports. 
As part of its portfolio of aviation support businesses, QAL also owns the Northern Australian Aerospace Centre of Excellence (NAACEX) in Townsville, Worland Aviation (an aircraft maintenance, overhall, repair and painting operation) and Aviation Ground Handling (AGH) which has a significant presence at Townsville, Mackay, Rockhampton, Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast Airports.
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